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Oblate School of Theology, founded and sponsored by the Missionary Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate, is a Catholic graduate and professional school which   
provides education for the church’s mission and ministry in the world.

The institution prepares persons for pastoral ministry through academic 
study and supervised practice. Through degree and certificate programs the 
School strives to educate and form candidates for priestly ministry as well as 
lay ministries. The School offers opportunities for professional continuing  
education and personal spiritual renewal to those serving in church and society.

Oblate School of Theology models and fosters collaboration in ministry.              
It accomplishes its mission in cooperation with formation communities and 
other ecclesial and societal institutions.

The pastoral orientation of the School requires practical and reflective                
engagement with the multi-cultural, global reality of church and society. 
Drawing upon Oblate School of Theology’s location and historical dedication 
to the Mexican-American presence in the Southwest, the learning, teaching, 
and research of the School pay particular  attention to the diverse and rich 
Hispanic reality of the Americas. 
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Ronald Rolheiser OMI

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

There is no simple truth

Niels Bohr, the Nobel Prize-winning physicist, once sug-
gested that wisdom and science operate by different 

rules: “The opposite of a true statement is a false statement, 
but the opposite of a profound truth can be another profound 
truth. “
An important insight! Too often, the problem we have – 
within our theologies, spiritualities, ecclesiologies and wis-
dom in general – is that we let  profound truths cancel each 
other out as if they were mathematical statements rather 
than holding them together in paradox and in all the tension 
this brings. Wisdom is not mathematics; within wisdom, 
seemingly great opposites do not contradict each other but 
rather join each other in ways that we cannot exactly fath-
om, so as to shed light – together – on a still larger picture. 
To let go of either pole of a paradox – to reduce the tension 
– is to fall from wisdom. Hence, as we struggle theologi-
cally and spiritually with certain key questions, we must be 
careful always to hold two seemingly contradictory truths 
together. The larger picture, the full answer, demands both. 
Here are some examples: 
Is our world good or bad, and what is God’s attitude toward 
our world? In trying to answer that, two immediate, oppos-
ing truths leap to mind: On the one hand, it must be affirmed 
that in the world, even within its purely secular mode, there 
are many good things, much good energy, and a fierce mor-
al fiber that manifests itself for good in countless places. As 
well, since God is the author of all good things, these things 
are clearly from God. Thus, God continues to work in love 
and bless this world, even in its secularity. On the other 
hand, it is equally clear that the rejection and crucifixion 
of the weak by the world which was manifest at the time 
of Jesus, and especially in his death, is still much the same 
today. Parts of this world are still rejecting God, light and 
goodness. Darkness still is not open to light, and God’s rev-
elation is still negatively judging the world. In essence, God 
is blessing the world, smiling on it, affirming its goodness 
and energy, and smiling at its foibles, even as the central 
part of God’s revelation, the cross of Christ, stands in judg-
ment of that world and that energy. Both realities are true.
What is more important, private virtue or social justice? 
Again, two great truths seemingly oppose each other: Noth-
ing in this world is more important than private integrity, 
private morality, private prayer and private charity. Nothing 
is ever sufficient cause to bracket these. However, revela-
tion is equally clear that nothing is more important than 
the practice of social justice, including private virtue. Both 
affirmations are true.

What makes for health and sanctity, radical self-renuncia-
tion or proper self-care? We have come to understand to-
day that we cannot be healthy, happy and serving others in 
gratitude (rather than in bitterness) if we do not take proper 
care of ourselves. We cannot love if we do not let ourselves 
be loved; we cannot give if we are not ourselves receiving; 
and we cannot sustain ourselves in love and gratitude for 
the long haul if we do not place proper boundaries around 
ourselves and properly protect ourselves. However, it is 
just as true to say, as did St. Francis and most every saint 
ever, and as did Jesus, that unless we give ourselves away 
in radical self-renunciation, we will find no health, happi-
ness or peace. All active pursuit of happiness is doomed to 
produce its opposite, just as the giving away of our own 
happiness brings happiness. So what makes for health and 
sanctity? Both … both giving ourselves away with abandon 
and properly protecting ourselves. 
What is more important within church life, fostering growth 
or protecting boundaries? Jesus makes it very clear that he 
came into this world not to protect boundaries but to “be 
flesh for the life of the world.” It is no accident that he was 
born in a trough, where  animals come to eat, and that at 
the end of his life he gave himself away at a table, as food. 
Fostering life is more important than protecting proper doc-
trine and rule; however, it is also true that boundaries are 
essential for the survival of any group – family, marriage, 
or church – and anyone who thinks otherwise is dangerous-
ly naive. Good laws, sustained commitments and respected 
boundaries make community possible.
Real wisdom, then, it would seem, is not for the faint-heart-
ed, nor for those who want their truth clear-cut. Jesus sweat-
ed blood at times and, I suspect, the tensions he was carrying 
then contained enough paradoxes to inform most of the wis-
dom of the world. There are no simple answers. Great truth 
is found in paradox, and those who try to find it also will find 
themselves having to sweat blood at times, not knowing on 
any given day which pole to honor, but knowing always that 
fidelity lies in respecting both sides in the paradox.
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Kusenberger gift completes 
Building on Faith Campaign

A generous cash gift of $265,000 from Deacon Robert 
and Ruth Kusenberger, HOMI, has enabled Oblate 

School of Theology to reach the goal of its $30 million 
Building on Faith Capital and Endowment Campaign, 
launched in April 2008.  

The Kusenbergers, both lifelong friends of the 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, also created two 
single-life $1 million Charitable Gift Annuities through the 
Oblate Annuity Trust to benefit OST after their deaths.

 “This is an incredibly generous gift,” said Father Ron 
Rolheiser, OMI, President of OST. “The generosity of Ruth 
and Bob Kusenberger brings to full fruit the generosity of all 
those who have contributed to this campaign. This gift helps 
to change the face of OST, not just in terms of new buildings 
and new programs but also in terms of OST’s ownership by, 
and service for, the church community of San Antonio. The 
hope, too, is that this is a gift that keeps giving, as both Bob 
and Ruth are committing themselves to ask others to make 
a similar type of gift. This is a stunningly generous gift for 
OST, both for its immediate and for its long-range future.”

Among other things, the Kusenbergers’ gifts will 
endow a teaching chair in Oblate studies at OST. “This is 
extremely important. It will be the only academic entity 
in the country dedicated to spreading the history and the 
charism of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
as St. Eugene de Mazenod envisioned it. The Oblate 
charism is reflected in the Oblates’ motto: ‘He has sent me 
to evangelize the poor; the poor are being evangelized,’” 
Deacon Kusenberger said.

The Oblates in Texas, in every generation since 
they first arrived in 1849, have remained faithful to St. 
Eugene’s calling, Kusenberger said. “For me, this gift to 
OST is payback, because the Oblates have done more for 
my formation in high school, college and the novitiate than 
I possibly could have received in other circumstances.” 

The campaign was launched with a $15,000,000 
challenge gift from the Gayle and Tom Benson Charitable 
Foundation. The Bensons are both Honorary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate and have been friends of the Oblates for 
more than 50 years, supporting Oblate and other Catholic 
causes in San Antonio, New Orleans and beyond.

The launching occurred only a few months before 
the national economic free fall of late 2008, but the OST 
community, with the cooperation of many generous 
friends, persevered through hard economic times and today 

is reaping the rewards 
of the campaign: the 
Whitley Theological 
Center, with its state-of-
the-art online teaching 
technology, the residential building for guests of the School 
next to the Oblate Renewal Center, the Center for the Study 
of Contemporary Spirituality, the Sankofa Institute for 
African American Pastoral Leadership and the endowment 
of two teaching chairs: the Father Frank Montalbano Chair 
in Scripture, provided by Gayle and Tom Benson, HOMI, 
and the Louis G. Vance Chair of Systematic Theology, 
made possible by a gift from the Vance Family.  

Both Kusenbergers grew up in the Oblate parish 
of Sacred Heart in Del Rio. Deacon Kusenberger entered 
the Oblates’ St. Anthony minor seminary in San Antonio 
in 1957 as a high school junior and spent six years in 
formation, first there and later at Pine Hills in Pass Christian, 
Miss. Discerning that the priesthood was not his calling, he 
said, “I left the seminary, but I never left the Oblates.” He 
graduated from St. Mary’s University in 1965. 

Ruth Kusenberger attended nursing school at what 
was then called Incarnate Word College, graduating in 
1960. She then entered the convent as a Sister of Charity of 
the Incarnate Word; however, in 1965, she also prayerfully 
discerned that this was not her vocation. Ruth today is a 
very active formator in the Secular Franciscan fraternity.  

The couple celebrated the sacrament of marriage 
on Jan. 15, 1966. “We always had Oblates in our home to 
visit, to eat and to have many fruitful discussions,” Ruth 
recalled. Her husband said, “We stayed very close to the 
Oblates, and Father Billy Morell, OMI, kept pulling us  
closer and closer; whatever we did, we did as a couple, and 
it’s been well, well worth it!”  

Robert Kusenberger, with much encouragement 
from Ruth, has served the Oblates on various boards raising 
funds for the congregation, including the Oblate Missionary 
Society Inc. board and the Oblates’ United States Provincial 
Finance Council. In 1983, he and Sister Charlene Wedelich, 
CDP, became the first two non-Oblates invited to serve on 
the OST Board of Trustees.

 “I’m going to be inviting others to make similar 
annuity plans, which contain multiple tax benefits, for 
the continuing support of OST,” Kusenberger said. “The 
school’s mission is preaching the Good News to the 
poor and the abandoned; that has always held a high 
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Oblate School of Theology has received a $10,000 award 
from the John Templeton Foundation to teach a course 

in science and religion. The course, titled “Catholicism in 
an Evolving World,” will be taught in the fall of 2016 by 
Sister Linda Gibler, OP, and Dr. Scott Woodward. 

OST was one of 15 applicants whose proposals 
for courses in science and religion for seminarians were 
approved by the Foundation and John Carroll University. 
“The course will focus on cosmology and evolution,” Dr. 
Gibler explained. “We’ll talk about how God created the 
universe from its origin in what’s known as the ‘Big Bang’ 
to where humans are right now in history. Cosmology will 
go from the Big Bang to the beginning of life on the planet, 

and evolution will go from that point to the present day.”
She said that the course will include the history of 

how the Catholic Church has embraced science at times 
while rejecting scientific perspectives at different points, 
as well as some challenges that accepting the dynamic, 
evolutionary point of view has for the static view in which 
most of our theology was created.

It will include the Galileo case and why his 
discovery of the earth revolving around the sun impacted 
theology, and how Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution 
challenged theology’s understanding that God created 
humans in our present form on the sixth day. 

Templeton  Foundation awards OST 
$10,000 grant for science/religion course

Espiritualidad y Dirección Espiritual 
students enthusiastic about class

The first class of students in Oblate School of Theology's 
Spanish-language course Espiritualidad y Dirección 

Espiritual is enthusiastically learning to meet the urgent and 
growing need for spiritual direction in Spanish.  

“It’s difficult to find a spiritual director who is 
fluent in Spanish,” said Esthela Kuhns of Holy Trinity 
Parish. “The Spanish-speaking community is growing 
incredibly fast,” she observed, but until the OST course was 
launched this fall, no spiritual direction training in Spanish 
was available in the Archdiocese of San Antonio.  

“I wasn’t really looking for the course,” she said, 
but added, “Different factors pushed me to it. Once I 
applied, I started to get excited. I believe it will be a tool for 
my own spiritual growth and will enable me to reach out to 
help others in the Hispanic community to find meaning in 
their lives,” she said. 

Kuhns also enjoys learning about the lives of 
various saints and their particular spiritualities – Ignatius, 
Benedict, Francis, Teresa of Avila and others. As she learns 
about various ways of praying, she said, “I look forward to 
knowing myself better.”   

Frinee Sabella of St. Matthew Parish, has been 
frustrated often by the lack of Spanish-speaking spiritual 
directors. “Every time I go on a retreat, I find there are 
none,” she explained. “We’ve looked around for Spanish-
speaking spiritual directors, but couldn’t find any; even the 
ones who speak English are always busy.” 

When someone told her about the OST class, Sabella 
applied and was accepted. “I’m very happy to be here. The 
material is very extensive, but it’s also very interesting. It’s not 
boring at all. I’ve already learned many things I didn’t know 
before; it makes me hungry to learn more,” she commented. 

place in my heart and my mind. What better way to do 
that than to help further the education of priests as well 
as religious and lay ministries so they can continue the 
mission of Jesus Christ?”

He said that the primary importance of the Building 
on Faith campaign “was to put OST in the forefront of 

seminary formation. I’ve seen the institution grow from 
strictly a seminary for men to a mission of evangelization 
for the entire Church, both nationally and internationally. 
And we’re still looking for new ways to minister. Ruth and 
I are very proud of what Oblate School of Theology has 
become and that it is continuing to expand the missionary 
goal of the Church.”
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Alejandro Ramirez of Sacred Heart Parish said 
he read about the course in Today’s Catholic newspaper. 
After three years pursuing a master’s degree at the Mexican 
American Catholic College, he was trying to discern 
whether God was really calling him to that or not. 

“Friends have approached me with different needs 
and questions about their relationships with God. This makes 
me believe that God might have a particular call for me as 
a spiritual director; yet what’s more important is that the 
spiritual program is intended as way to discern whether God 
is calling me for this particular ministry,” Ramirez stated.

As he read what the course was about, he recalled, 
“I immediately felt excitement in my heart; I could identify 
myself with some of the qualities and characteristics 
necessary for the program,” he explained. He consulted one of 
his aunts; her questions and comments encouraged Ramirez 
to apply. He spoke with course director Julia Hinojosa and 
spent time in prayer, then applied for the program.  

He’s convinced he made the right decision. “God is 
working through us to make Himself available in a personal 
relationship. Being exposed to these different spiritualities 
reveals to me how God works through the uniqueness of 
man’s heart so He can reach the human heart,” Ramirez said.  

He also believes strongly that providing spiritual 
direction in Spanish will make a huge difference. “Even 

for a person like me who speaks some English and could 
take spiritual direction in English, culturally it’s not the 
same as speaking with someone who speaks Spanish  
as I do and knows the ways of expressing things in 
Spanish.”

Friar Paul Schloemer, OFM Conv., who taught the 
class on Franciscan spirituality, found the students very 
engaged. “They asked very good questions, and they seemed 
very interested in the topic. I was very much impressed,” he 
said. “The class went really well. I enjoyed it.”

A South Carolina man has made a gift of a sterling 
silver, gold-plated chalice and paten to Oblate School 

of Theology because of a friendship with a now-deceased 
Oblate. Thomas A. Bettendorf, a longtime friend of Donald 
Joyce, OMI, said his brother, Father James B. Bettendorf, 
used the chalice and paten for some 53 years. Father 
Bettendorf died July 25, 2012. Ordained June 6, 1959, he 
served the Diocese of Lansing, Mich., as a pastor, campus 
ministry director and radio show host. Thomas Bettendorf 
made the gift to OST in January 2015 to honor his brother; 
Father James Crowley, Bettendorf’s former pastor; a 
distant cousin, the late Bishop Fergus O’Grady, OMI, of 
the Diocese of Prince George, British Columbia, Canada; 
and Joyce. 

The chalice is 6-1/2 inches tall, with a 5-3/8-inch 

base and a bowl measuring 4-15/16 inches. The interior 
of the bowl is smooth, while the exterior has a hammered 
texture and bears the Latin words Christus semper vivens 
ad interpellandum pro nobis (Christ always lives to 
make intercession for us). On the stem below the base 
of the bowl is a Lapis ring, and at the base of the chalice 
is a blue enameled Maltese cross set with a one-carat 
diamond, which was originally set in the engagement ring 
of the Bettendorfs’ mother. The paten has a raised Maltese 
cross on its underside. The chalice and paten have been 
collectively appraised at $14,730. OST is seeking a buyer 
for this unique chalice and paten. Anyone interested should 
contact René Espinosa at respinosa@ost.edu or (210) 341-
1366, ext. 217. 

OST receives unique 
gift
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The Oblate 285 Benefit Oct. 24 was dedicated 
to the memory of two very special people 

in the life and history of Oblate School of Theology: 
Robert W. “Bob” Heard, who died Jan. 25 after serving 
17 years on the OST Board of Trustees, and Bebe Canales 
Inkley, who died Aug. 9. She helped start the Oblate 285 
Benefit and was instrumental in its success for many 
years. Deacon Robert and Ruth Kusenberger, HOMI,  co-
chaired this year’s event. Mass was celebrated at 5:30 
p.m. in the Immaculate Conception Memorial Chapel, and 
a gala celebration, “Serata nella Città Eterna” (Evening 
in the Eternal City), followed at the Whitley Theological 

285 Benefit dedicated to Heard, Inkley
Center. Festivities included various food stations offering 
a taste of Italy, with small plates and desserts featuring 
Italian delicacies; an open bar featuring Italian wines and 
cocktails; music provided by Small World; and a live 
auction for two trips, one to Rome and the other to Aix-
en-Provence, France, the birthplace of the Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate.  Also on the program were a 
silent auction, with dozens of items and a silent raffle; and 
a live auction for the 2016 Dinner with the President. OST 
Trustee Lori Dawson and her husband, Joe, were auction 
and raffle chairs. The net proceeds of the 285 benefited the 
general operations of the School.

Father Frank Santucci, OMI, with Father David 
Kalert, OMI, will accompany about 40 friends of the Oblates 
on a pilgrimage to Paris and Aix-en-Provence, France, 
Jan. 5-14, 2016, in celebration of the bicentennial of the 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. Father Santucci is 
a specialist on the subject of the Oblates’ history and charism. 
The group will arrive in Paris Jan. 6 and visit the places of 
St. Eugene de Mazenod. A high-speed train will take them to 
Aix-en-Provence, the birthplace of the Oblates, on the fourth 
day. They also will see the historic house in Avignon where 
popes lived from 1309-1378; and will visit Marseilles before 
returning to San Antonio Jan. 14.

A bicentennial 
pilgrimage to honor 

the Oblates’ founding

Dr. Felix Almaraz and Dr. Gilbert R. Cruz, both retired 
history professors, with History Shop owner Jim 

Guimarin and Alfred Rodriguez, who restores old books 
and maps at the History Shop, are working to raise $50,000 
to fund restoration of many antique books held in OST’s 
Donald E. O’Shaughnessy Library and the Oblate Archives 
of the Southwest. Many are extremely rare, and some date 
back to the 16th and 17th centuries. 

Rodriguez already has rebound a four-volume set 
of the writings of St. John Chrysostom, published in Latin in 
1546 and bearing the signatures of approval by the Spanish 
Inquisition and the Viceroy of New Spain. He also has rebound 
a 1675  Spanish publication of the Work of St. Teresa of Avila on 
the Reform of the Carmelites of the Primitive Rule.

“Many of OST’s rare books need only basic 
cleaning to remove dirt and mildew, and then a treatment 
coating applied, to stop hardening and cracking of  leather 

Restoring precious books
and pigskin bindings,” Rodriguez said. “Some need spine 
repair and reattachment of covers, while others need repairs 
where the inside pages are torn.” 

Father Bob Wright, OMI, said the collection 
includes books used by the early Texas Oblates. Many 
arrived at OST in various states of disrepair, having been 
exposed to the weather for long periods since there was 
no adequate place to keep them indoors. Other books were 
brought from Mexico for safekeeping during revolutionary 
times, he added.

Books given to OST from the Kenedy Ranch 
collection include 19th-century historian John Russell 
Bartlett’s Personal Narrative of Explorations and Incidents 
of Texas, New Mexico, California, Sonora and Chihuahua, 
which describes the boundary surveys for lands acquired 
from Mexico in 1848 and 1853. There also are many volumes 
of Historical Annals of the Oblates, beginning in 1862.   
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“These books, especially in the areas of Catholic 
theology and history, are unmatched in the Southwest,” 
Father Wright explained. “The collections are open to 
students, the community and scholars from the United States 
and around the world.”  The archives contain a famous 
series of 10 commentaries on the Bible, written in Latin by 
the 16th- and 17th-century Flemish Jesuit Scripture scholar 
Cornelius a Lapide. It was acquired from the Oblate library 
in Brownsville, along with St. Thomas Aquinas’ Summa 
Theologica and a Spanish edition of the Catechism of the 
Holy Council of Trent published in 1762. 

Dr. Almaraz said that already donations ranging 
from $100 to $500 have been received, and they are an 
important investment in the future. “Books are treasures. We 
need to preserve them for researchers and students well into 
the future. If they’re allowed to deteriorate beyond available 
intervention, this valuable wisdom and knowledge from 
scholars of yesteryear will be lost to posterity. That would 
be a tragedy to the humanities,” he pointed out.

As of October 9, $2,920 has been donated to the 
Rare Books Restoration Project. Anyone wishing to donate 
to this worthy and much-needed project may send a check to 
Oblate School of Theology, 285 Oblate Drive, San Antonio, 
TX  78216.  Checks should be made out to Oblate School 
of Theology, noting they are intended for the Rare Books 
Restoration Project.

About 40 Oblates from the United States and Canada 
gathered at the Whitley Theological Center June 29-

July 3 to participate in the first-ever worldwide Oblate 
Charism Congress conducted via the Internet. 

The WTC was one of eight venues around 
the world in which the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate conducted the global webinar to reflect on 

OST hosts congress on Oblates’ charism
Fr. Bob Wright examines a damaged book

what challenges they are called to address in the context 
of St. Eugene de Mazenod’s vision of serving those whom 
society has forgotten and advocating for them in the halls 
of power. Discussions included reflections on the growing 
Catholic population concurrent with the decline in the 
number of Oblates available; the challenges of secularism, 
consumerism, immigration and a host of others.  

Father Frank Santucci, OMI, 
discussed how the charism is lived 
and taught at OST and the various 
ways the School has consistently 
looked for new needs to address. 
Father Bob Wright, OMI, spoke about 
the Oblates on the Texas-Mexico 
border. Dr. Victor Carmona spoke 
on the meaning and implications of 
immigration in light of the Oblate 
charism in a North American context. 
Father Ron Carignan, OMI, spoke of 
outreach toward the corporate world.
Father Warren Brown, OMI, spoke 
on the Oblate charism in the context 
of a rapidly changing North America. 
Father Charles Banks spoke on the 
challenges of encouraging vocations.     
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Pictures 1 & 2: Members of the OST community relaxed together Sept. 14 with faculty and alumni 
in the Whitley Theological Center at OST’s annual Alumni and Friends Gathering.

Pictures 3-6: Alumni and current and former faculty members from Assumption Seminary enjoy a 
Fiesta reception at the Whitley Theological Center hosted by Oblate School of Theology October 1, 
following Solemn Vespers in memory of Father Stanley Rother, once a seminarian at Assumption, as 
part of the three-day closing celebration for Assumption’s centennial year. Some participants came 
from as far away as California, Montana, Michigan, Oklahoma and New Mexico, as well as from 
many Texas dioceses.  

WELCOME BACK!

1 2

3 4

5 6
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OST COMMUNITY NEWS
FACULTY
Dr. Victor Carmona wrote an 
article, “Immigration: The Church’s 
Position” in the January 2014 
edition of Liguorian magazine 
as part of a package with two 
other articles by other authors, 
collectively titled “Plain Talk, Many 
Faces, One Church.” The package 
earned Liguorian First Place for 
Best Coverage of Immigration from 
the Catholic Press Association. 

Dr. Carmona also contributed a chapter, “Theologizing 
Immigration,” in Companion to Latino/a Theology, Orlando 
Espin, ed. In June, he presented two scholarly papers in 
Milwaukee, one on “The Cross-Cultural Challenge to North 
American Theological Ethics: A Response” at the Catholic 
Theological Society of America and the  second, “Seeing 
the Salvation of God in the Journey of Immigrants,” at the 
annual colloquium of the Academy of Catholic Hispanic 
Theologians of the United States.  

Father Wayne Cavalier, OP, was 
a consultant to the U.S. Catholic 
bishops’ Summit on Lay Ecclesial 
Ministry June 7-8 in St. Louis, 
preached a week-long retreat for 
the Glenmary Missioners and 
Co-Workers in Charlestown, 
WV, had a dinner celebrating the 
10th anniversary of the Congar 
Institute and finished the design and 
facilitation of a year-long pastoral 
planning process for the Diocese of Salt Lake City June 
30. He completed design of a year-long curriculum in 
Spanish for Advanced Formation for Parish Catechetical 
Leaders from the Hispanic community for the Archdiocese 
of Galveston-Houston Aug. 12.  

Father John Markey, OP, 
delivered the 16th annual Louis J. 
Luzbetak, SVD, Lecture on Mission 
and Culture Oct. 12 at the Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago. His 
topic was “Notes from the Road 
More Traveled: Doing Theology in 
a U.S. Cultural Context.” 

Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, gave a three-day workshop, 
“Spirituality and the Seasons of Our Lives,” Aug. 3-5 in 
Detroit. His latest book, The Passion and Wisdom of the 
Cross, was published in early October. He published an 
article, “Towards a Spirituality of Ecclesial Leadership,” 

for a study of Roman Catholic seminaries in the United 
States sponsored by the Lilly Endowment. Another of his 
articles, “Bringing New Life: The Passion Vocabulary of 
Consolation,” has been published in the Oct. 5 edition of 
America magazine.

Father Dale Schlitt, OMI, has 
written a book, German Idealism’s 
Trinitarian Legacy, to be published 
in the spring of 2016. It is the 
outgrowth of two chapters he wrote 
on 19th- and 20th-century European 
scholars influenced by the works 
of Georg Hegel and Friedrich von 
Schelling, included in The Impact 
of Idealism: The Legacy of Post-
Kantian German Thought, published 
by Cambridge University Press in 2013.

Dr. Scott Woodward attended the Association of Oblate 
Institutes of Higher Education meeting in late May 
in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo. The 
association meets annually at a different Oblate institute 
to discuss sharing of resources and how the schools might 
better serve the congregation and the Church. The major 
work centered on a paper titled “Elements for a Vision for 
an Oblate Catholic Institution.”  

STAFF
Pedro Cantu, formerly with Abel 
Engineering Co. in Dallas, is the new 
director of OST’s Physical Plant, 
succeeding Morris Lim, who retired 
after 11 years. Pedro has spent many 
years in system management work.  

K.T. Cockerell has joined the OST 
staff as Director of Retreats and Event 
Services. She previously served 
in a similar capacity at St. George 
Maronite Catholic Church and has 
more than 20 years’ experience in 
the hospitality industry.
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Father German Pérez Diaz, a DMin student and pastor 
of Holy Angels Parish in Sturgis, Mich., has developed 
several programs in his parish to support and strengthen its 

families. His work is cited in the Fall 
2015 issue of Extension magazine. 
“Parenting is a eucharistic activity,” 
he said, “because, from the moment 
of conception, children consume 
us, our flesh, blood, energy, time 
and resources. If we didn’t sacrifice 
ourselves, our children would not 
have life. This is the ‘priesthood of 
parenting.’ Christ is present in this 
self-sacrifice.” 

STUDENTS
Raquel Feagins, an OST student in 
her second year of doctoral studies 
in Christian Spirituality through the 
Hispanic Theological Initiative, has 
received a scholarship from the United 
Methodist Church’s General Board 
of Higher Education and Ministry’s 
Women of Color Scholars Program. A 
native of Bolivia, Raquel is ordained in 
the United Methodist Church. 

In Memoriam
Oblate School of Theology and 
Assumption Seminary honored 
the memory of the late Father 
Stanley Rother jointly Oct. 1 with 
a memorial Vespers service in the 
Immaculate Conception Memorial 
Chapel. The Most Rev. Arturo 
Cepeda, auxiliary bishop of Detroit, 
a 1996 graduate of both Assumption 
and OST and immediate past rector 
of the Seminary, presided. A fiesta 

reception at the Whitley Theological Center followed the 
service. The two events were part of the closing activities of 
Assumption Seminary’s year-long centennial celebration.   

Fr. Rother, of Okarche, Okla., attended Assumption but 
graduated at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, 
Md. Ordained in 1963, he served in Santiago Atitlan, 
Guatemala, from 1968 until he was murdered July 28, 
1981, in his rectory. On June 23, 2015, a theological 
commission of the Sacred Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints recognized him as a martyr since he was killed out of 
hatred for the Catholic faith. 

Bebe Canales Inkley, a longtime dear friend of OST, died 
Aug. 9. She was an avid, energetic fund-raising volunteer for 
the school, helped start the Oblate 285 Benefit and was key 
in making the event a success for many years. She also led 
the fund-raising campaign that built the Pat Guidon Center.

A gift that gives back . . .

A Charitable Gift Annuity through the Oblate Annuity Trust
When you establish a Charitable Gift Annuity of $10,000 or more, you will be able to:

•	 convert cash, maturing CDs or appreciated stock into a generous gift designated 
for Oblate School of Theology; 

•	 receive fixed income for the rest of your life (minimum age 59½);
•	 receive a one-time charitable deduction the year the gift is made;
•	 a significant portion of your payments are tax-free throughout your life 

expectancy;
•	 leave a legacy gift to OST with the remainder from your charitable gift annuity 

upon your death; and
•	 receive the satisfaction of knowing you are partnering with the Oblates in our 

mission to educate leaders for the Church through OST.
For a free, no obligation illustration of your benefits, please contact Andrea Martin at the 
Oblate Annuity Trust at 1-877-398-7687.  

*  Not available in all states.



Save These Dates

November 10, 7:00 p.m.
First Annual Louis G. Vance Memorial Lecture 

“Story, Symbol and the Reign of God”
by Reverend Ken Hannon, OMI, 

Louis G. Vance Chair of Systematic Theology at Oblate School of Theology 
Whitley Theological Center - RSVP Brenda Reyna at (210) 341-1366 ext. 212

November 14, 9:00 a.m. until Noon
The Sankofa Institute for African-American Pastoral Leadership Lecture Series

“Death Shrines as Memorial Acclamations: 
Black Lives Matter, Gone but Never Forgotten”

by Shawnee Daniels Sykes, PhD
Whitley Theological Center - RSVP – Thelma Chenault at (210) 341-1366, ext. 230

February 21 – 25
“The Cross of Christ: Revealing Secrets Hidden 

since the Foundation of the World”
A retreat with Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI

For more information or to register by telephone: 
Brenda Reyna at (210) 341-1366, ext. 212


